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architect builds, i.e. employs the science of architecture in constructing
buildings and builds in such a way that he beholds and reviews Mf
own action by a reflex act. This will imply also that he knouts pr
considers that he builds (which truly is to be conscious and to have
c-onsciousness of any activity}. And if it is maintained that this is
a property of architecture, i.e. of an art which holds a place superior
to the science of hodmen, and that it is on this condition that he is an
architect: in this case the doctrine will be something not hitherto
stated^ but which, ought to have been stated before. I was waiting
for this to appear, and when I saw the efforts, futile as they were, to
produce it, I wanted time and time again to suggest it. To say this
would be to say something sound, but nothing new, for we have been
told it by our teachers and they by theirs and, in my opinion, one
generation by another beginning with the creation of the race1.

If, then, this is the upshot, with what a superfluity of matter
will we not be left ? What redundancy! What vain repetition I
What about those devices for securing glory and prestige ? To
what purpose this talk about the instability of the sand, and dis-
turbance of the earth, and spectres, empty figments to terrify us ?
What an ending for that excavation which was to be so profound
that we were to be allowed to retain nothing but a mere scrap! Why
those journeys so long and continuous to distant slwres, afar from the
senses, amidst shades and spectres ? Finally what will they do
towards securing the stability of your chapel, claiming as they do
that it cannot stand unless every thing is turned upside down ? But
what is the reason for interpolating new materials so often and to
such an extent in order to lay aside the old, and then after dismissing
the new, resume the old once more ? Perhaps just as while we are in
a temple or in the presence of sovereign spirits we ought to behave
ourselves otherwise than when in taverns or hovels, so these new
mysteries require new ceremonies. But lohy has not your art,
dropping all circumlocutions, expressed the truth neatly, clearly, and
briefly in a few ivords thus: 11 build, I have consciousness of this
building, therefore I am an Architect* ?

(6) Finally there is the interpretation that your art alleges that
it constructs houses, that it plans their bedrooms, apartments, porches,
doors, windoios, pillars and the rest, in the mind beforehand, and
arranges them, and next, in order to get them constructed, gives in-
structions to those who supply the material, to the quarrymen, masons,

1 Of. p. 323.   .